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St. Augustine 


The greatest of the Fathers of the Western Churée 
and one of the giants of all time, St. Augusti 
has left us the story of his life in his own famovu 
Confessions, a best-seller again today, With amazi 
frankness, he lays bare the innermost secrets ¢ 
his life and heart. "See what I was in myself 
by myself", he wrote to a friend. "I had destroys 
myself; but He who made me remade me", Augustine 
prostrate and pleading the mercy of God in Chris? 
is the picture of every repentant sinner. 


Aurelius Augustinus was born in Tagaste in No 
Africa in A.D, 354 of Patricius and Monica, a pio 
and self-sacrificing woman whose persistent pray 
for her wayward son has been a comfort to mothe) 
ever since. Augustine did well at school even thou; 
he found "twice one is two, twice two is four" 
"odious lilt" in his ears. At Seventeen, he we 
sent by his ambitious father for the hest ‘educativ 
Africa could give to Carthage, ‘second in. pias oe 
only to Rome. iy 


’ Here, beyond the caliof his tothe s anxious voic 
the young African plunged into the vile dissipatie: 
of a great city. Here, too, he came under the spe. 
of heretical Manichaeism, In unspeakable distre. 
at her son's heresy, Monica sought the advice 
an African bishop whe comforted her that a son | 
so many tears and prayers could not finally be los’ 


In September of 386, Augustine, now & professor ’ 
rhetoric at Milan, was converted and baptized 7 
Ambrose, Monica was overjoyed, Her life-long pray” 
had been answered. "My son", she said, "as far as 
am concerned, nothing in this life delights me 
more." Five days later she feil inte a swoon : 
died, Augustine returned to Africa where as Bish: 
of Hippo he laboured until his death in 450. 


No man of that day — and few since — have seen a: 
set forth more clearly the free grace of God 
Christ Jesus as the only hope for sinful man. 


2 


Seep tle xico 


dur Ohitrch has. not found i easy to gain a foothold 
n Mexico, Mexican law pernits only native Mexicans 
o be pastors, — ‘prohibits every kind of religious 
broadcasting, ‘and claims for the state possession 
' all church property. Directed primarily against 
le Roman Church, these. restrictions express the 
par desire ‘of. ‘the people of Mexico never again 


aa 


allow the oppressive yoke of priestly domination 
pet upon the nation. 


Church's first efforts in Mexioo in. 1922 ‘failed: 
or lack of a native pastor. In 1940, Pastor Carlos 
Lazos was comissioned as the first native Mexican 
o begin a Lutheran mission in Mexico City. Slow 
and disappointing at first, the mission succeeded, 
alcing the former Greek consulate building in the 
sapital city: as its place of worship. There are now 
three Mexican missions in the city. 


The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in the fine 

Chapultepec suburb of Mexico City is a flourishing 

congregation gerving the English-speaking foreign © 
colony and served LAE a Sep sat ea REISE permissible 

ander Mexican law. 


In Monterrey, the Bieta gan of xtes Santa Cruz ~ 
futheran mission has made a promising start: its 
gw church, a kindergarten, a smali clinic, and a 
muniber of preaching stations in the-suburbs. In the 
cotton belt of northwest Mexico, another mission was 
begun in 1950 in the city of Torreon, 


fexican law has forced our Church to depend from the 
gutset upon native-born Lutherans for its ministry. 
in September 1947, the Instituto Concordia de Mexico 
vas opened in Monterrey. _ It has already graduated 
three pastors and hag a@ present enrolment of eleven 


ost of Mexico's 25 million a ae are claimed 
Bete Church of perth but a growing majority of 


WALTER PERCY BORGAS 


The fourth child in a family of eleven, the Rev. 
P. Borgas of Boreham Wood Lutheran Mission was bo 
at Booleroo Centre, South Australia on Nov, 1, 191¢ 


The desire to become a minister, born in him abo 
the age of ten and never abandoned, led him fr: 
his farm home at thirteen to Concordia College 

Adelaide. After the completion of his theologic. 
training in 1938, he was ordained on Feb. 19, 193%, 


Rockhampton in Queensland, astride, the Tropic 
Capricorn . near the Australian east coast, was h' 
first parish where for six) years he saostond large 
among new Australians from BZastern Europe. He al. 
- served parishes at Gatton near Brisbane and at 
ilton, Victoria. During this time he was associa 
editor of the Australian Luther League Monitor. 
In 1955, Pastor Borgas accepted the call of the 
to become the first Lutheran pastorat Boreham Woo 
‘Hertfordshire, He is Chairman of the Church's Bo L 
' for Lutheran Agencies. oF soba. Eos 
Pastor. Borgas and his wife, Lela,” have | a family 
four children: Helen, Peter, David, and Monica, t 
last born in eerend: two months: fds if “a 
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THE GREATEST NEED OF OUR CHURCH 


£ the relative Smaietanoe of the festivals of the 
urch were to be gauged by the number of people 
o observe them by attendance at public worship, 
itsunday, the Feast of Pentecost, would rank low. 
arches are packed at Christmas, full at Easter, 
but have only a few more than usual on Whitsunday. 
uredin this way, Pentecost falls behind Harvest 
sstival and Reformation Day. 


loes this neglect of the Festival of the Holy Ghost 
int to a deeper fault ~ the down—grading of the 
ly Spirit Himself? This would be irony. The Church 
nfesses that its one and only purpose of existence 
the conversion of men; yet. that Person by whom 
lone conversion can be achieved is slighted. 


'No man can say that Jesus is Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost."" (I Cor. 12, 3) There is no power on earth 
that can bring a man to faith in Christ but the 
mysterious Third Person of the blessed and holy 
Trinity. You cannot browbeat a man into believing; 
mor can you educate him to it; nor can you talk him 
linto it. Reflect for a moment what conversion does 
to a man. He becomes "a new creature", He is made 
all over again in Christ Jesus. That takes the same 
jalmighty Power that made him the first time. 


We need many things if our infant Church is te grow 
and become strong. We need people, believers who 
@re ready to give more and more of their time and 
“talent to witness to Christ. We need more ministers. 
We need more Church Extension Funds. We need better 
ission methods. But given all of these, not snother 


‘Mission would be opened, not another soul would be 
& if the Spirit of Pentecost were not present 
dn and. through us. Without Him, all cur activityis 
ya 6 the rustle of dead leaves over a grave. Without 

im, weare ourselves corpses inaland of the dead , 
uldering bones in a vast and silent cemetry. ; 


a God for a greater outpouring of the Holy Ghost 
“Upon our people and pastors. That's the greatest 
a of our * Church Hedey ; 
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PETTS WooD Installation of Pastor John Sims on 

7th April attracted 41 worshippers, | 
among them a reporter and a photographer from the} 
Kentish Times ...... eight attending newly-formed | 
Adult Instruction Class ...Mr.E. Barker, delegate, 
called attention to "business-like efficiency" of 
the 1957 Synodin his report to the congregation .. | 
preliminary search for church site reveals two good | 
possibilities ... ladies hold their second meeting 
at Mrs. Graf's, nine attending .. Youth Club shows | 
‘satisfying progress in size, depth, and enthusiasm 
under leadership of young Pastor Sims .... over 20. 
attending Thursday evening club, of which nine are. 
enrolled in Instruction Class .... as hosts, youth 
are planning programme and rehearsing play for the 
Youth Rally on May 26th. 


BROMLEY Church attendance figures since Lent | 

show consolidation and gain: 28, 201) 
29;. aT 34, 30, 30,.36, 345 34°.4.. whereas a year | 
-ago the majority at church were children, now almost. 
all are adults’ - adults over 60 -. ten attend first | 
Adult Instruction Class meeting ....... twenty-one 
enjoyed the breath-taking panoramic view from Box. 
Hill on May llth Outing ... Youth Club defeated at 
- home by Holy Trinity youth in table tennis. — 


RUISLIP ‘30 children, 6,mothers, 10 teachers 

have applied )for ‘space in the 41- 
seater coach for the Sunday School Outingto Little- 
hampton-on-Sea on Saturday, 18th of May ... Junior. 
Youth Club now increased to 30 members .... Senior 
Youth adopt a new pattern of programming for their 
weekly meetings .... after presenting an appraisal. 
.of their .1956-57 series of monthly films to the 
Church Council, the Youth Club decided © on showing 
Martin ees on Tuesdays of Reformation month -— 
October .... Voters! Assembly is to meet with ELCE 
Executive Council committee to discuss plans for 
church site and building ... three recent ba aes, 
include that of Paul Edward luther RAKOW. : 
=g Gets: a 
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TSH TOWN A packed | and “peautifully decorated 
church witnessed the examination and 
Becton of nine catechumens on "Good Shepherd 
axe, jth May .. remarked two American visitors: 
» have never seen anything to equal it before!" .. 
eteen young people gathered at the parsonage the 
lowing Saturday to welcome the newly-confirmed als 
new adult instruction group of six formed ... the 
tish Museum was the place of the Ladies! Guild 
il meeting, a Museum official using the exhibits 
llustrate the background of the Old Testament .. 
\a rican laymen, Messrs. Mayer and Luttmann, stim- 
lated thought and action by their stirring report 
f their om New York congregation's activity. 


OTTENHAM Seventy visits to homes of 5S children 

af made on Palm Sunday by SS teachers .. 

special children- parents! service on Easter Sunday 
afternoon ... first summer SS outing to old Waltham 
pbey on Saturday, 18th May .... year-round Mission 
isiting Programme, teams of two visiting all homes 
around the church, brings five children to be bap- 
4ized on Sunday, 19th May ..... application made to- 
ondon County Council for plot of land for Homerton 
mach Sunday School ... "Lutheran Hour Sunday" set 
or May 26th ... Walther League loans Church Exten- 
aon fund £17. 


Church Council enjoyed conducting the 
first "Every-Member-Visit" in April .. 


dies' Guild donates ~€5 ‘to help pay fares of 14 
lelegates to Synod and £5 to help send 14 children 
ito. the Holiday Bible Camp ...... special boxes mae 
Mg Dearie tel Church Building fund. 


i WOOD Church attendance since Lent averages 
ae ti 29, Sunday School 32 ..... architects 
d builders anticipate completion of parsonage and - 
a by August, possibly even by end of July. 
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land was accepted into voting membership. 


Twenty delegates representing congregati 
missions, and boards of the Evangelic 


Synod, Sessions throughout the day 
attended by scores of visitors. 


The one-day convention was opened with t 
Service of Matins conducted by the Rev. 
Rekow of South Ruislip, the newly-arri 
Pastor John Sims of Orpington preaching 
sermon. Lay delegates led the prayers 
opened and closed sll business sessions. ' 
Sacrament of Holy Communion was celebrat 
in the Service of Thanksgiving which cc 
cluded the Synod. The Confessional Addre 
was given by the Rev. Desmond Jose of Re 
ruth while the liturgist and preacher 1 =] 
the Rev. A. Kromphardt of Sunderland and 
Rev. E. Geo, Pearce of London respectivel 


DOCTRINAL ESSAY 


Pastor Norman Nagel of London delivered 

essay entitled "The Fellowshipof the Alta 
depicting the Church's practise of Clos 
Commmion not only Seriptural but also | 
in harmony with fad Soe of ancient Chris 
ianity. : * 


The morning session heard the 1956 Ret 
of the ELCE Treasurer, Mr. Victor V. & : 
Gross receipts amounted to £27,717, expen: 
to £21,220. (These figures are apart 2: 
£5135 receipts and £5148 expenses of sel 
supporting congregations.) | 


St. Timothys Lutheran Congregation of Sund« 


eelected to the Executive Council for a Parther 
tern of three years were: the Rev. Norman E. Nagel 
as Vice-Chairman, Mr. 4, C. Lutz of Luther—Tyndale 
as Councillor. 


iBlectea to the new Board for Youth were the Rev. J. 
Sims, Mr. Harry Smith of Luther-Tyndale, and Mr.T. 
zoberts of Holy Trinity. 


Ratified as members of the Board for Lutheran Agen- 
cies were Mr. A. Jeynes of sil ap Wood and Mr. E. 
‘Chown of Holy Trinity. 


ee to the resignation of the Rev. W. P. Borgas of 
oreham Wood, the Rev. Arnold Rakow of St. Andrews 
wes elected to the Church Extension Fund Committee. 


[GiLSSION AND BOARD REPORTS 


Vivid, ten-minute accounts of the Gospel's progress 
in each of the nine ELCH congregations and missions 
were given by lay delegates. 


The Synod also heard plans for new missions in SW 
‘London, Cardiff, and Yorkshire or the Midlands; 
notec the jean Ciaase progress within three months 
‘of the Church Extension Fund to more than half its 
1957 goal of £12,500; and congratulated Lutheran 
Agencies for Ms apiendid advance in the British 
‘religious film market. 


RESOLUTIONS ‘ 


‘Fifteen resolutions were acted upon. They ranged in 
jsubject matter fromthe need of larger premises, for. 
Lutheran Agencies to relationship with other Luth- 
erans in Great Britain. (A complete recordof these 


f-esolutions will be included in the Proceedings of 

‘the 1957 Synod now under preparation, ) etme ee 
‘The Synod accepted the invitation to meet in 1958 
for two days at Holy Trinity, Lmdon. Deep gratituk 
‘was expressed for the hospitality of Luther—Tyndale 
Memorial. Congregation, especially its Ladies! Guild 


vho. provided meals and’ teas throughout the day in 
he Church Hall for delegates: and visitors. 


world radio conference 


Mr. Paul Friedrich, Executive Director of Lutherar 
Laymen's League, St. Louis, and Mr. Eric Smith of 
the Lutheran Lour's London office, participated ir 
the international radio conference arranged by the 
World Committee for Christian Broadcasting at Frank-~ 
furt from April 24 - May lst. Representatives fro 
every world area — Japan, Philippines, Korea, India 
Burma, Middle East, Nigeria, South America, U.S.A. 

and Europe - attended, 


Britain was represented by the Rev, R. McKay, he 
of BBC religious programmes ... and Eric Smith, 


From the many papers given. and the discussion that 
followed it was evident that The Lutheran Hour is : 
powerful and respected world force in the spreading 
of the Gospel, 


Can YOU Help? tS ; 
The rapidly-expanding Lutheran Film Service is in 
the danger of developing a serious bottleneck. 


With "Martin Luther" and another five new titles ix 
our film library, we are now getting ready for our 
busiest-ever season, from September to April. The’ 
bottleneck may occur in the return/checking/despatch: 
of the films to the hirers. To avoid this and to 
maintain the speedy and efficient service upon which! 
our Film Service is founded, we will needa reliable 
person on Tuesdays and possibly Wednesdays of each! 
week to assist in checking and despatching films. 


Can you help? Or do you know of someone, retired 
perhaps, who would welcome such employment. Special 
training is not necessary.The Lutheran Film Service 
is prepared to pay a suitable per-hour fee. If you 
can help, please write or telephone Mr. Brie Smith, 

16-22 Gt. Russell Street, London WC1 (10S eum 6203). 


, SOHO BHHHE 
God gives the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him. 
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1957 GOALS 


£10,000 in Loans and Donations 
£59 per week in Savings Stamps 


Receipts to April 30th: 


I. SAVINGS STAMPS 


Investors 


KENTISH TOWN — 25 
TOTTENHAM 79 it) 
RUISLIP . 0 ef 48 
SUNDERLAND Hie eB hal 72 
BROMLEY eee 15 
OTHERS 


Totals 296 £ 182 


II. LOANS AND DONATIONS 
Loans 
‘£5782 


Donations 


£& 7% 


KENTISH TOWN. 


Grand Total 


INVEST IN 
YOUR CHURCH'S FUTURE 
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Only TASTE will TELL 


AN INFIDEL had just completed 
an eloguent address to a big 
audience, "And now, does any— 
one have any questions?" he 
asked. 


An old man who had been a { 

drunkard most of his life A 
but who had recently become a t 
Christian, shuffled down the % 


aisle and ascended the plat- ° Att | oes 
form. Taking an orange from : Le 
his pocket, he began to peel 

it. The lecturer asked him to 
state his question, but the 


old man just went on — peeling his orange and eat— 
it section by section. 


Finally, wiping his hands, the old man turned to] 
the lecturer and said: "Now, here's my question.) 
Can you tell me, was that orange sour or sweet?" 


"Tdiot!" retorted the lecturer in anger. "How do 
_know? I never tasted it!" To which the elderly 
replied: "And howcan you know anything about Jesu 
if you have never tasted Him?" 


The real satisfaction of the Christian faith — joy, 
peace, hope — can be known and understood only b 
those who believe. "0 taste and see that the Lor 
is good", the Bible urges. "Believe on the Ler 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." 

(From “Just a Minute" ) 
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